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Spotlight

After making the most of their high school experience, a class 
of 170 seniors came together for the final time on June 28th to 
celebrate all of their accomplishments. Seaford High School’s 
graduation ceremony was held at Nassau Community College 
with hundreds of family and friends in attendance to honor the 
Class of 2019.

Principal Scott Bersin said that each class has a distinct 
personality, and what set this year’s group apart was their focus, 
energy and involvement. New classes, clubs and sports teams 
debuted during their four years at Seaford High School, and 
they took advantage of those new opportunities, as well as all of 
the existing programs.

“I cannot remember a class in my nine years at Seaford High 
School that did so much,” Mr. Bersin said. “We will miss you 
greatly. The school has been blessed to have you.”

Valedictorian Lauren King said that she and her fellow 
graduates have a shared goal to make their lives worthwhile, 
no matter what path each takes after high school. Members of 
the Class of 2019 will be attending two- and four-year colleges, 
joining the military and entering the workforce.

She encouraged her classmates to, “Give the world a reason 
to remember who we are and what we did.”

Salutatorian Eric Schneider recounted memories from 
each year of high school and noted how they have grown and 
matured. He said that the class includes future doctors, lawyers, 
engineers and artists, but that potential is only reached through 
hard work, dedication and persistence.

“Each of us is special in one way or another, and together we 
are a very special class,” he said. “Here we are, one grade, ready 
to move on to bigger and better things. We are smart, we are 
leaders and we all have character.” continued on page 2...

Fond Farewell to a Class 
that ‘Did So Much’



The senior class presented its traditional gift to the school, using its 
excess funds. In addition to presenting next year’s freshmen class with 
$250 in startup money, they will buy two birdbaths for school grounds.

Seniors heard congratulatory remarks from State Sen. John Brooks 
(Class of 1968), Town of Hempstead Councilwoman Erin King 
Sweeney (Class of 1991), Nassau County Executive Laura Curran, 
County Legislator Steve Rhoads and County Comptroller Jack 
Schnirman. There were also several award presentations, culminating 
with the Seaford 9/11 Memorial Committee’s five Patriot Award 
recipients.

Assistant principals Jennifer Bisulca and Nicole Schnabel announced 
each graduate as well as his or her club, athletics and extracurricular 
participation, volunteer work, achievements and post-high school 
plans. Seniors will be attending 54 colleges around the state and the 
country. Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Adele Pecora and Board of 
Education President, Bruce Kahn presented the diplomas.

...continued from page 1
Persistence Pays Off 

for Fifth Graders
Elementary school moving-up ceremonies were held 

in the auditorium on June 11 for the Manor School 
and June 13 for the Harbor School. Principals noted 
that the lessons the students have learned over the past 
six years have prepared them for success in middle 
school and beyond. 

Harbor Principal Thomas Burke cited the 16 
Habits of Mind, and specifically highlighted three that 
he would like students to remember going forward: 
persistence, finding humor and responding with 
wonderment and awe. 

“Do not lose that love of learning,” he said. “Take 
the time to stop and enjoy all the wonderment and awe 
that the future will hold for you.”

As a moving-up gift, Mr. Burke presented each 
student with a mirror so they can “take a look at the 
person in the reflection and remember exactly who you 
are and where you are about to go.”

Manor Principal Debra Emmerich reminded 
students to always be kind and courteous, to dream big, 
to be a leader, to believe in themselves and to remember 
the golden rule in treating others with respect and 
dignity. She asked students to carry these values with 
them throughout their lives. 

Student speakers shared their memories, including 
making new friends, going on field trips, learning about 
other countries, school performances and more. They 
said these moments are what made elementary school 
so special.

“The memories in this school I will keep in my 
heart forever,” Kayla Frank said. “The Manor is a great 
place, but I’m excited to move up to middle school.”

Eighth graders were recognized at a moving-up 
ceremony on June 25 at Seaford Middle School. 
There were award presentations to recognize students 
for their academics, character, leadership, service and 
perfect attendance. Following congratulatory remarks 
from Principal Dan Smith, promotion certificates were 
presented to the Seaford High School Class of 2023.

Valedictorian, Salutatorian 
Made Most of Opportunities

Seaford High School’s top-
ranked graduates have a long 
history of academic success and 
extracurricular involvement, and 
will be taking their ambitions 
to highly ranked universities. 
Valedictorian Lauren King will 
attend Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute to study nuclear 
engineering while Salutatorian 
Eric Schneider will be heading 
to Fordham University, where he 
plans to major in international 
politics or international affairs at 
the Lincoln Center Campus.

Lauren said that RPI was 
her top choice for its small size, 
science-focused curriculum and 
wealth of internship opportunities. 
She will enroll in a five-year 
program that culminates in a 
master’s degree and is considering 
the seven-year doctoral program. 

Her summers have been filled 
with scientific endeavors. Last year, 
Lauren participated in a highly 
competitive six-week internship at 
Brookhaven National Laboratory, 
working with some of the top 
scientists in the region studying 
nuclear science and technology. 
In prior years, she participated 
in summer programs at the Cold 
Spring Harbor Laboratory and a 
space program at NASA. She is 
traveling to Europe this summer.  

In high school, she has 
performed with the marching 
band, pep band, pit 

orchestra, concert band and 
symphonic band, with her musical 
accomplishments earning her 
induction into the Tri-M Music 
Honor Society. Additionally, she 
has been a member of the robotics 
team, mock trial, Key Club, 
Mathletes, National Honor Society 
and Freshmen Mentors, as well 
as captain of the girls varsity field 
hockey team. 

Eric said that while he applied 
to schools in several cities, he 
chose Fordham to be in New 
York near the United Nations 
and also because of the work-
study opportunities. His interest 
in government and policy dates 
back to middle school where he 
was student council president, and 
most recently, he was president of 
the senior class. Last summer, he 
was a campaign volunteer for local 
political candidates. 

In addition to his role with 
student government, Eric has been 
General Chair of Model Congress 
and treasurer of the Drama Club, 
for which he has acted in the past 
four musical productions. He was 
also a member of the varsity cross-
country and spring track teams, 
the Homecoming committee 
and the school’s Shared Decision 
Making Committee. Additionally, 
he was enrolled in the science 
research program, presenting his 
work at several local science fairs. 

Both graduates 
exude Seaford Pride. 
Eric’s mother, father, 
uncle and siblings 
are all graduates of 
Seaford High School, 
as are Lauren’s father, 
aunt and uncle. Her 
grandmother also 
taught second grade 
at Manor Elementary 
School.
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Patriot Award winners 
Seaford High School graduating 

seniors Alexis Frintzilas, Julianne 
Hilcken, Brian Rodriguez, Christopher 
Schneider and Eric Schneider were 
recipients of Patriot Award scholarships 
from the Seaford 9/11 Memorial 
Committee. The awards are presented 
to students who exemplify the 
characteristics of service, character and 
commitment. 

Honors for Science Research Student
Science research student Madison 

Elias earned highest honors in the 
biology and medicine category at the 
Long Island Science Congress fair in the 
junior varsity division. That qualified 
her for the state-level fair, in which she 
also earned highest honors in the junior 
division. Additionally, she received the 
Future Scientist of the Year award in 
the South Asian American Women’s 
Alliance fair. Madison, who is entering 
her sophomore year, studied the effects 
of green tea on the long-term memory of 
the great pond snail. 

Dual Academic Accolades
Incoming senior Pablo Hashem 

received the Rensselaer Medal for his 
outstanding academic achievement in 
math and science from the Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute. Additionally, he 
was invited to participate in the College 
Board’s National Hispanic Recognition 
Program for his strong academic 
performance. 

Wall Street Wizards
Seaford Middle School sixth graders 

Sofia Bolen and Olivia Irwin took first 
place in the Stock Market Game, hosted 
by the SIFMA Foundation. Led by 
teacher Adam Cohen, the girls competed 
against more than 250 middle school 
teams. In the simulation, teams were 
given a virtual $100,000 to invest in 
stocks, bonds and mutual funds, and 
Sofia and Olivia made a profit of more 
than $13,000.

Baseball Team Exemplifies 
Sportsmanship

The Seaford High School varsity 
baseball team was the recipient of the 
2019 Sportsmanship Award from the 
Nassau Approved Umpires Association. 
This prestigious award is given to one 
team in the county each year as voted on 
by the umpires. The boys are coached by 
Michael Milano.

Teachers Visit Chinese Art Village
Seaford art teachers Melinda 

DiGiovanna and Jamie LaSota took 
an eight-day trip to an artist village in 
China in late May. They were selected 
for the program through the Hua Quan 
Village Art and Culture Foundation 
and were part of a 20-person team. 
The teachers helped create artwork that 
will be on display in China for years to 
come, completed individual pieces and 
contributed to group projects. They also 
learned much about Chinese culture by 
taking different classes taught by visiting 
artists, and took a trip to the Great Wall 
of China.

Sign Up for District Email Notifications
If you are a Seaford resident and would like district email notifications, 

please visit the following site and follow the directions to sign up,  
https://goo.gl/cPVv59.

If you require assistance, please email Tom Lynch at tlynch1@seaford.k12.ny.us.

As a reminder to all 
community residents, dogs 
are not permitted on school 
properties. We appreciate your 
cooperation in this matter.

Notice to Residents:


